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ROMAN COINS FROM COEBRIDGE AND MANCHESTER.

STUDENTS of Roman numismatics will be glad to learn that
an excellent description of the remarkable little hoard of
solidi, found in 1908 at Corbridge, has appeared in the report
of the excavations for that year.1 Mr. H. H. E. Craster gives
a brief account of the contents of the hoard, which comprised
48 solidi of the second half of the fourth century (Valentinian
IT, 4; Yalens, 2; Gratian, 16; Valentinian II, 8; Theo-
dosius, 5; Magnus Maximus, 13). All the reverses except
one (Gratian, PRINC1PIVM IVVENTVTIS) were either VIC-
TORIA AVGG or REST1TVTOR REIPVBLICAE. ISTo less than
43 were of the mint of Trier; 2 of Rome, 1 of Constantinople,
and 2 of uncertain mint (bearing only the mark COM). One
of the Gratians is a blundered com. The hoard must have
been buried about 385 A.D , and Mr. Craster connects its
deposit with the final fall of Corstopitum. In the same
report will be found notes and descriptions of other coins
found at Corbridge during the season of 1908.

An appendix, of no less than 153 pages, to the Second
Annual Report of the Manchester and District Branch of the
Classical Association of England and Wales,2 deals with the
Roman coins of Manchester, and is intended to " record, as
completely as possible, all the Roman coins known to have
been already discovered in Manchester." The only hoard of
any importance is that found at Knott Mill about 1852, of
the Constantinian period, for the description of which Mr.
G. C. Brooke is mainly responsible.

A vast amount of industry has been spent on the descrip-
tions, and one can only admire the patience of those who have
worked out the identifications, even though the result to
science seems rather small. The following points may be
noted in criticism. Professor E. S. Conway, on p. 39, advances
a new interpretation of the word multis in the votive inscrip-
tions. "The chief vows (eg. those of the chief colleges2)
were made for a period of twenty years, but many others
(e.g. those of important officials?) for a period of thirty years."
It is difficult to see how the phase VOTIS XX MVLTIS XXX

1  Corstopitum:   Report on the Excavations vn, 1908,    By W. H.
Knowles and B. H. Forster, with contributions by H H. E. Craster
and F Haverfield.   [From A? chaeologia Aeliana, Third Series, vol. v]
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1909.

2  The Roman Fort at Manchester edited by F. A. Bruton.  Manchester
University Press, 1909.